STAGING for the Close Embrace/A Tango Cabaret

Version for a fully equipped theatre

The show includes four instrumentalists (violin, viola, cello, and accordion), 2 tango dancers, a master of ceremonies and a singer.

Part I of the show, after which there is an intermission, includes the dancers. Part II , after intermission, is a concert performance of Tango Dreams by the band alone. Part III (taught by the dancers and including the band, the singer and the master of ceremonies) is a tango lesson for willing members of the audience.

Note that in the case that Part III is not required, Part I will be somewhat extended, and the show will end with Part II.

For Part I

1) Small rostra (platform), at rear/stage right of stage which raises the band 3 to 4 ft off the ground. The platform needs space for four players: clarinet, violin, cello, and accordion. Also needed: 4 chairs without arms; 4 music stands; lighting for players to read music (or stand lights; electrical outlets for stand lights; a coat rack off-stage, for changes of costume for tango dancers.

2) A blue colour wash over the band which still allows them to play with enough light.

3.) 2 microphones, one for the singer and one for the master of  
ceremonies. Fixed spots for the singer and the Master of 
Ceremonies. These should be positioned in front of the band and  
Stage Right.

4) One follow spot with operator and a colour wash: an amber and red tone mix. This will require a 45 minute technical rehearsal, to begin no later than 2 hours before the performance
 

6.) There is an intermission at the end of Part I (approximately 40 minutes) House lights should be brought up.

Part II

Band is seated front, stage center, in brighter lighting.

Part III

Lighting bright enough to see the tango lesson being given on the stage.

Minimum Space Required

For tango dancers: minimum area 12 ft x 15 ft

For tango lesson: minimum area 20 ft x 18 ft

Required for all versions:

1.) 2 back stage dressing areas with toilet facilities, one male, one female

2.) Backstage refreshments for 8 performers: water and juice. 

To be agreed upon: a light dinner for the performers, 2 hours before the performance.

3.) Availability of the performance space no later than 2 hours before the performance, or as outlined above, or as agreed upon.
