
Voice Afire Pocket Opera and Cabaret

Voice Afire Pocket Opera and Cabaret is the brainchild of composer Ray Luedeke, was founded in 1997.  This young company pecializes in small ensemble concerts, suitable for chamber music venues. Voice Afire also creates music theatre concerts, suitable with or without scenery or special lighting.  Voice Afire breaks through the “fourth wall” separating audience and performer by its intimate nature and direct ly addressing the audience. 
Pocket Opera productions feature Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, an English language adaptation using two singers, one actor, and four instrumentalists, and I Confess, I Have Lived, an original pocket opera using as its text the sensual poetry of Pablo Neruda.  Close Embrace is Voice Afire Production’s multi-media tango cabaret, featuring master of ceremonies Colin Fox and star accordionist Joseph Petric as part of a 4-piece tango band with baritone Nelson Lohnes; tango dance team El Abrazo is featured in multi-media visuals of Ray Luedeke’s Tango Dreams, and, finally, a tango lesson for willing audience members!  

Colin Fox, Actor 

Aside from a busy acting career spanning 40 years, including performances on Broadway and the festivals of Stratford and Shaw, feature films and television, Colin Fox made his concert debut in 1974 with Seiji Ozawa conducting the Boston Symphony in the title role of Berlioz’s rarely performed monodram, Lélio. He has also appeared on the concert stage in a variety of musical settings, including perfomances with pianists James Anagnoson, Leslie Kinton, and Anton Kuerti; he has also performed with the Hannaford Street Silver Band, the Penderecki Quartet, and more.  He is the recipient of the Tyrone Guthrie Award (Stratford Festival), a Genie Award for Best Actor, a Juno Award for Best Children's Recording for his title role in "Tchaikovsky Discovers America", and Six Peabody Award as Actor in various CBC Radio Dramas. He has been a nominee for both Emmy and Gemini Awards. 

In recent years, he has become recognised for his work as Dr. Hendricks in "PSI Factor", and in A&E's "Nero Wolfe", starring Timothy Hutton and Maury Chaykin, as the redoubtable butler, Fritz. 

Andy Kamienski, Tango Dancer and Director of El Abrazo 

El Abrazo is located in Toronto, Ontario. Mr. Kamienski, in his own words, says, “We love tango and are dedicated to teaching the Close Embrace style, as is danced around the world. Our experience comes from dancing tango in many cities, including Buenos Aires, Paris, Berlin, Barcelona, Amsterdam, Warsaw, Montreal and New York, and from taking classes from many well-known Buenos Aires instructors. Our methodology is the result of on-going research in the fundamentals of motion in Close Embrace tango dancing.  We teach dance sequences only to exemplify movement concepts and not to memorise them, sp our students how to move in the context of tango musicality. This ability allows them the freedom to create their own steps to express their own musicality. Our vision is to develop a vibrant tango community in Toronto.” 
Ilona, Tango Dancer 

Ilona is an experienced tango dancer, performer, and instructor living in Toronto who teaches at the University of Toronto and internationally.  Along with tango, Ilona teaches Jazz Dance, Modern Dance, Ballroom, and Salsa.  Ilona fell in love with Tango in 2001 and has danced and trained extensively ever since.  She has studied with more than a hundred teachers in Argentina and around the world, including the masters such as Carlos Gavito, Gustavo Naveira, Fabian Salas, Chicho Frumboli, Pablo Villarraza and Dana Frigoli.  Ilona enjoys all tango forms: the freedom of improvisation in Social Tango, the emotion of the traditional Milonguero style, and the creativity of Nuevo Tango.  She has combined her passion for travel with Tango Tourism and has danced in thirteen different countries.  Along with inspiring in others the love of tango, Ilona's goals are continue evolving as a dancer.

Joseph Petric, Accordion 

Concert accordionist Joseph Petric has been inspiring audiences worldwide since 1986.  He continues to invent new ways for an accordion to sound, breaking down academic perceptions as to what an accordionist is, and creating new markets and audiences worldwide.  Nominated for a Juno and Prix Opus, the CBC National Radio Audition, and the BBC Radio 3 Audition laureate has appeared as a soloist at Seiji Ozawa Hall, at London’s Southbank, Washington’s Phillips Collection, the Franz Liszt Academy, the Kennedy Center, Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, and Paris’ Agora Festival where his performances were noted for their “luminous command and authenticity”.  The first accordionist to receive management in Toronto, New York, London and Paris, Joseph enjoys a concerto performing career and commissions works with the support of generous international benefactors and arts organisations including the Canada Council, the CBC, Swedish Reikskonzerter and New York’s Koussevitsky Foundation.  Joseph Petric was the Soloist of Choice for the BBC Concert Orchestra, Sweden’s Camerata Roman, and Boston Modern Orchestra.  He made his orchestral debut with Canada’s Orchestre Symphonique de Quebec, and has recorded with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Vancouver CBC Chamber Orchestra, and Montreal’s Nouvel Ensemble Moderne. 

Nelson Lohnes, Bass-Baritone 

Hailing from Lunenberg, Nova Scotia, bass-baritone NelsonLohnes serves as organist and music director at Emmanuel United Church.  He occasionally teaches for the Dufferin Peel Roman Catholic School Board and Peel Board of Education.  He holds his ARCT Gold Medal from the Royal Conservatory of Music; his Music Associate and Music Licentiate Diplomas from the Western Board of Music; and was a member of CBC’s Hymn Sing during his university years. Solo work during career has included opera, musical and choral societies in England, the United States and Canada.  Nelson is a long-time member of the Elmer Iseler Singers. 

Jin-Shan Dai, Violin 

Jin-Shan Dai joined the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in September 2004, and frequently plays with Via Salzberg. Prior to his arrival, Mr. Dai was a member of the New Haven Symphony and the Hartford Symphony.  In 2006, Mr. Dai was also invited to play in the worldwide Chinese New Year’s Concert in Shanghai.  He has also collaborated with the Emerson String Quartet, premiered the Lowell Liebermann piano trio in Sapporo, Japan, and attended the Taos Chamber Music Festival in Taos, New Mexico. He held leading positions in festival orchestras such as the Schleswig Holstein Music Festival in Germany, the Pacific Music Festival Orchestra in Japan, the Jerusalem International Music Festival, the Music Academy of the West Festival Orchestra in Santa Barbara, and the Spoleto Festival USA in Charleston, South Carolina.  A native of China, Mr. Dai went to the United Stated in 1997. He is a recent Graduate of Yale University where he studied under Peter Oundjian, Music Director of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 

Diane Leung, Viola

Violist Diane Leung has established a career performing throughout North America as a soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, and orchestral musician.  Recently, she has appeared in venues such as Alice Tully Hall and Paul Hall in the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Greenfield Hall at Manhattan School of Music, Winspear Hall in Edmonton, Alberta, Muttart Hall at Alberta College, as well as Convocation Hall at the University of Alberta.  As a soloist, Ms. Leung appeared with the Edmonton Orchestra performing Bartok's Viola Concerto after winning the Edmonton Concerto Competition. 

Ms. Leung's orchestral experience includes being the Assistant Principal violist of the Palau de les Arts orchestra in Valencia Spain, under Lorin Maazel and Zubin Mehta.  Also, she has played with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra under the conductor Grzegorz Nowak, and was principal violist of the Juilliard Orchestra under conductors James Conlon, James DePriest, Otto von Mueller, and Sir Roger Norrington.  She has also attended festivals in Sarasota, Domaine Forget Chamber Music, Spoleto Italy festival, and the Banff Master Class  Program.  She has toured with the Juilliard Centennial Orchestra on it’s European tour to Lucerne, Helsinki, Berlin and London, where they played at the BBC Proms Festival with Sir Colin Davis.  

Ms. Leung holds a Bachelor and Master degrees from the Juilliard School, studying with Karen Tuttle, Misha Amory, Kim Kashkashian and Carol Rodland.  She also completed her Professional Studies Certificate as a full scholarship student at Manhattan School of Music under the tutelage of Michael Tree and Karen Dreyfus.  Her chamber music coaches have included Lawrence Dutton, Robert Mann, Earl 

Carlyss, Seymour Lipkin, Philippe Muller, and Bonnie Hampton.   

 

Igor Gefter, Cello 

Internationally-acclaimed cellist Igor Gefter joined the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in 2006. Prior to his move to Toronto, Mr. Gefter held the position of Associate Principal Cello with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra. While still a student at Juilliard in New York, Igor was invited by the New York Philharmonic to play in its cello section.  Serving as an acting member and an extra cellist, this special relationship lasted for over eight years.  In demand as an orchestral player, Mr. Gefter has performed with the cello sections of the Chicago Symphony, Boston Symphony and Detroit Symphony. Mr. Gefter recently served as guest principal cellist in the opening week of the Seattle Symphony’s current season.

was invited by the Seattle Symphony to serve as a guest principal cellist in its opening week of  season.

Furthermore, Igor has led the cello section of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra on numerous occasions. 

Ray Luedeke, 

Founder and Artistic Director of Voice Afire Pocket Opera and Cabaret
Ray Luedeke is one of the leading composers in North America.  He founded VAPOC in the summer of 2007.

As a librettist, Ray collaborated with playwright Sean Dixon for his first opera, “Wild Flowers”, produced at The Guelph Spring Festival.  He worked with acclaimed director/dramaturge Tom Diamond (of Bravo Television’s “Bathroom Divas” fame) to write the libretto for his second opera, The Magical Singing Drum, and the script for The Art of Love/Into the Labyrinth for two pianos and actor. 

Recordings include Shadow Music with the Louisville Orchestra; The Transparency of Time with pianist Andre Laplante and the Winnipeg Symphony; The Moon in the Labyrinth with harpist Judy Loman and the Orford String Quartet; Brass Quintet with the New Mexico Brass Quintet; Circus Music with the Hannaford Street Silver Band; and Ah, Matsushima! with violin/marimba duo Jacques and Michael Israelievitch.  The renowned Quartetto Gelato has recorded Ray’s brilliant arrangement of Maurice Ravel’s Le Tombeau de Couperin and has performed it worldwide.

Grants and awards for Mr. Luedeke include prizes from the Percussive Arts Society; The International Horn Society; and Northwestern University in Illinois. His contest-winning orchestra work Fanfare, opened Toronto’s Roy Thomson Hall in 1982, and his overture “The North Wind’s Gift” was performed by the TSO during its 1991 European tour.  Six Canadian orchestras (Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton, Montreal, London, and Quebec) jointly commissioned Tales of the Netsilik for narrator and orchestra.

Ray Luedeke was born in New York City.  He attended the Eastman School of Music, the Vienna Academy of Music, and Dartmouth College, where he studied with George Crumb.  He is the Associate Principal Clarinet and E flat Clarinet of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra.  He and his wife, Dulce, are avid ballroom dancers.

For more information on Ray Luedeke and Voice Afire Pocket Opera and Cabaret, please visit www.voiceafire.com. 
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