
Testimonials for Voice Afire’s Pocket Opera 

“How does one transform a grand opera so that it can be performed in an intimate setting by a small group of performers and yet not lose its dramatic impact?  Raymond Luedeke’s Voice Afire Production of Madama Butterfly appears to be the answer to that question.   The tale is told by Butterfly’s grown son, reflecting on the events that led to his birth.  By use of narration and excerpts from the opera skillfully arranged for a chamber ensemble, Mr. Luedeke has managed to create a compelling and captivating work.  Bravo!”

Robert Sutherland

Chief Librarian

The Metropolitan Opera

www.metoperafamily.org
“As a publisher, I have travelled the world, but as a tango dancer I keep my eyes open for tango shows wherever I happen to be. I have been entranced by shows in such unlikely places as Edmonton, Bologna, Ellenville, New York and more traditional centres like London, Antwerp, Amsterdam and of course, Beunos Aires. But one of the most surprising was a wonderful program of dance, music, and tango history put on by Toronto musician Raymond Luedeke as part of the Shaw Festival Summer program at Niagara-on-the-Lake. His musicians and dancers were excellent and his commentary tied it all together nicely in a neat, historical package. If it comes to your town, it is a show not to be missed!”

Mary Macchiusi

President, Pembroke Publishers

www.pembrokepublishers.com 

“To most people tango is a distinctive dance accompanied by distinctive music.  There is no dance like it; no music like it. So where did it come from?  Many places, but it is most associated with Argentina. Raymond Luedeke, a noted musician with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, is a conductor, arranger, musicologist, historian, and....a tango dancer. Putting all these skills together and with the help of some of his talented colleagues, he presented a superb evening of music and dance as part of the Shaw Festival. The program incorporated all the evolutionary stages of tango - its rich history, accompanied by music and dance of the time. While it was educational, it was also an evening of exceptional dance and music which left the sold out audience begging for more.” 

Harry Black

Author, Pembroke Publishers

www.pembrokepublishers.com
“As Argentine Tango dancers ourselves, we enjoyed Ray's Voice Afire Productions immensely, particularly “Close Embrace”.  Ray is a very talented musician, writer, and narrator who presents a history of Tango that is fresh and surprising even to an audience familiar with it. His arrangements for string quartet were evocative and the dancers illustrated the music beautifully.  The intimacy of the production was also refreshing.  Ray can impart a lot about his topic without ever being pedantic. "Close Embrace" was a unique theatre experience.”

Colleen Clancey & Dieter Hessel

Owners, Dance Café

www.dancecafe.ca
 “One of our most successful concerts was performed here at Music Niagara in 2008 and 2007.  Voice Afire Production’s Close Embrac” generated great community excitement, and was sold out with audiences of all ages.  The audience loved the music and dance demonstrations, and the participatory part even more.  The dance teachers were excellent and fun to watch.  And what a thrill for me to see the novice dancers delight in their capacity to tango!  Percy Webb, a Niagara-on-the-Lake resident and friend of mine who attended this performance said, “I thought I had two left feet but was dancing like a pro after 20 minutes.  Great fun!”

Virginia Mainprize

Executive Director

Music Niagara

Niagara International Chamber Music Festival

concerts@musicniagara.org
“As a seasoned opera enthusiast, I was wondering what new can be done with such a popular piece as Madama Butterfly. My skepticism was turned into euphoric enthusiasm after seeing Luedeke’s Voice Afire Production of Madama Butterfly.  Yes, a lot can be done. Without falling into populist approach, ie, “just give ‘em a tune”, Luedeke managed to create a concise little jewel that glows with beauty, intelligence and elegance.  I anticipate an announcement of more operatic productions from Luedeke and the Voice Afire team.”

Jarek Obsadny

Director &Producer of independant films

October 2009

